Serial No, 10/677,277 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims is set forth below. Cancelled and not entered claims are 
indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed below show added text with 
underlining and deleted text with str i kethrough . The status of each claim is indicated with one of 
(original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), (previously presented), or (not 
entered), 

1-17. (Cancelled). 

18, (Previously Presented) A password creating method, comprising: 
inputting information of a generation rank for a password to be created; 

using a password candidate generating routine for generating a plaintext password 
candidate according to a generation procedure which is used for generating the password to be 
checked in a password guessing tool, to obtain a password candidate generated for the 
generation rank by a password candidate generating routine; and 

outputting the generated plaintext password candidate as a password to be created, 
wherein one or more generation ranks are created by changing a value of the generation rank 
randomly to obtain password candidates generate at the created generation ranks in addition to 
or instead of the generation rank. 

19, (Previously Presented) The password creating method according to claim 18» 
wherein the outputting includes determining whether or not the generated password 

candidate matches any password outputted in the past and, if not, outputs the generated 
password candidate as a password to be created. 

20, (Previously Presented) The password ca-eating method according to claim 18, 
wherein the outputting includes detemiining whether or not the generated password 

candidate matches any word registered with a dictionary and, if not, outputs the generated 
password candidate as a password to be created. 

21 -2Z (Cancelled). 

23, (Previously Presented) A computer readable medium storing a password creating 
program which program, when executed in by a computer, causes the computer to execute: 
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inputting information of a generation rank for a password to be cheated; 
using a password candidate generating routine for generating a plaintext password 
candidate according to a generation procedure which is used for generating the password to be 
checked in a password guessing tool, to obtain a password candidate generated for the 
generation rank by the password candidate generating routine; and 

outputting the obtained password candidate as a password to be created, wherein one or 
more generation ranks are created by changing a value of the generation rank randomly to 
obtain password candidates generated at the created generation ranks in addition to or instead 
of the generation rank. 

24. (Cancelled). 

25. {Currentiy Amended) The-A^password creating method aooord i ng to claim 24 > 
comprising: 

inputting information indicating strength of a password to be created: 

converting the information indicating strength into information of a generation rank of a 
password candidate to be generated bv a password candidate generating routine for generating 
a plaintext password candidate according to a generation procedure which is used for 
generating the password in a password guessing tool: 

obtaining a password candidate generated for the generation rank using the password 
candidate generating routine: and 

outputting the obtained password candidate as a password to be created. 

wherein the obtaining includes creating one or more generation ranks by changing a 
value of tiie generation rank randomly of an input value of the generation rank according to the 
information, to obtain password candidates generated at the created generation ranks in 
addition to or instead of the generation rank. 

26. (Cun^ently Amended) The-A password creating method according to claim 24 , 
comprising: 

inputting information indicating strength of a password to be created: 
converting the information indicating strength into information of a generation rank of a 
password candidate to be generated bv a password candidate generating routine for generatinjpj 
a plaintext password candidate according to a generation procedure which is used for 
generating the password in a password guessing tool: 
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obtaining a password candidate generated for the generation rank using the password 

candidate generating routine: and 

outputttng the obtained password candidate as a password to be created, 
wherein the outputting includes determining whether or not the obtained password 

candidate matches any password outputted in the past and, if not, outputs the obtained 

password candidate as a password to be created. 

27. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium storing a password creating 
program aGGord i ng to claim 22 , which program, when executed bv a computen causes the 
computer to execute: 

inputting information indicating strength of a password to be created: 

convertinp the information indicating strength into information of a generation rank of a 
password candidate to be generated bv a password candidate generating routine for generating 
a plaintext password candidate according to a generation procedure which is used for 
generating the password to be checked in a password guessing tool; 

using the password candidate generatinci routine to obtain a password candidate 
generated for the generation rank bv the password candidate generating routine: and 

outputting the obtained password candidate as a password to be created. 

wherein the obtaining includes creating one or more generation ranks by changing a 
value of the generation rank randomly and in vicinity of a value of the g e n e ration rank according 
to the information, t o obtain password candidates generated at the created generation ranks in 
addition to or instead of the generation rank. 
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